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Theme & Statement of Purpose

Asian America is coming of age. Already nearing 15 million, the population of Asian Americans is expected to more than double in the next fifty years. Asian Americans are breaking through in various fields such as the arts, sports, entertainment and politics. 

Yet, recent events remind us that there is still much work to be done and progress to be made. From state immigration laws to movie casting calls, in the debates over revising school curricula and establishing religious centers, a central question is being asked: “What does it mean to be Asian American?” The next generation of Asian American leaders must be ready to consider and address these issues by being active in their schools and communities. Collectively, we must examine who we are and take steps to embrace our identity.

In an effort to develop this emerging Asian American community, the Political Action and Education Committee of the Asian American Students Alliance at Yale will be hosting our annual High School Asian American Leadership Conference on November 5th, 2011.


Last year, we more than doubled the size of our conference as we invited high school students not only from Connecticut but also from New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island, allowing participants to meet and interact with students from different experiences and backgrounds. Building off of the success of last year’s expansion, we hope that this year’s conference will benefit from a large presence of returning participants in addition to the new participants and that the two groups will be able to learn from one another. Of course, we will again be inviting numerous Yale professors to lead workshops and Yale upperclassmen to moderate discussion sessions and to mentor the attendees during and after the conference. 

Together, students and administrators at Yale will closely work with conference attendees to prep the next generation of Asian Americans for leadership and activism. We invite you to join our conference! 

Applications for the conference can also be downloaded at www.yale.edu/paec. 

If you have any questions or requests, please e-mail the PAEC co-chairs:

Ysabel Ilagan, PAEC coordinator (ysabel.ilagan@yale.edu) or

Jason Kuo, application coordinator (yalepaec@gmail.com).

PAEC and AASA
The Political Action and Education Committee (PAEC) is committed to the intellectual, cultural, political, and social development of the Asian American community. As an affiliate of Yale’s Asian American Students Alliance (AASA), PAEC serves as the primary political voice of the Asian American student community. PAEC comprises of the political chairs of AASA-affiliated groups: Chinese American Students’ Association (CASA); Japanese American Students Union (JASU); Filipino Club at Yale (KASAMA); Korean American Students at Yale (KASY); Muslim Students Association (MSA); South Asian Society (SAS); Taiwanese-American Society (TAS); and Vietnamese Students Association (ViSA). 

PAEC takes on a combination of political action and educational roles at the local and national levels. Serving as a responder to acts of racism, PAEC has utilized political action in the form of letter writing campaigns and petitions—in 2005, PAEC managed to have 600 letters signed by members of the Yale community in response to the Tsunami Song, a parody of the tsunami disaster that was aired by HOT 97, a New York based radio station. PAEC also serves as a vehicle for increasing political participation within the Asian American community through activities such as voter registration drives on and off of campus.

To spur education of Asian American issues, PAEC holds multiple discussions and panels every year. PAEC has invited Asian American activists such as New York Councilman John Liu, spoken word artist Beau Sia, Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF) attorney Khin Mai Aung, journalist and scholar Helen Zia, and Bush administration official Betty Wu to discuss issues ranging from the future of Asia America to racial violence in American schools. PAEC also publishes InformAsian, a monthly publication that discusses a myriad of Asian American topics involving politics, culture and history.

The Political Action and Education Committee is an integral part of AASA. AASA is an ethnic umbrella organization that brings together the all the Asian ethnic student groups on Yale’s campus in efforts to promote pan-Asian solidarity. Issues tackled by AASA include diversifying faculty and curricula, increasing funding for Asian American student activities, strengthening the Asian American Cultural Center (AACC), addressing the rise in hate crimes, reaching out to immigrants and Asian American families. Past AASA endorsed events include the Tsunami Relief Dinner, study breaks, movie nights, workshops, and conferences such as KASCON ’04, ITASA ’99, ITASA ’04, SACC ’05, and ECAASU ’06. PAEC and AASA looks forward to annually host this conference as part of our efforts to raise political and cultural awareness in our Asian American community.

Tentative Conference Schedule

November 5th, 2011
Registration & Breakfast: 9:00-10:00 AM

Opening Ceremony: 10:00-10:30AM

Ice Breakers: 10:45-11:15 AM
Workshop Session #1: 11:30-12:30 PM
Discussion Session #1: 12:30-1:00 PM

Lunch: 1:00-1:45 PM

Workshop Session #2: 2:00-3:00 PM

Discussion Session #2: 3:00-3:30 PM

Tour of Yale University: 3:30-4:15 PM
Workshop Session #3: 4:30-5:15 PM

Dinner and Closing Ceremony: 5:30-7:00 PM

Application Procedure
Monday, October 3rd, 2011
Information Packets and Application are sent out to representatives from high schools. Application is posted online.

Tuesday, October 25th, 2011
Application Deadline – We will be admitting 150 students at most to ensure small sessions and quality discussions. Payment is required to confirm your spot (see below). 
Application can be sent via e-mail or regular mail.

· E-mail: Please send your application to yalepaec@gmail.com by midnight

· Regular mail: Your application MUST BE postmarked by Oct. 25th 

Send your application to:

Political Action and Education Committee

c/o Jason Kuo
PO Box 202079
New Haven, CT 06520
Wednesday, October 26th, 2011
Participants will be notified of their acceptance status in the Conference via e-mail.
Friday, October 28th, 2011
Deadline for registration fee – A registration fee of $25, which covers breakfast, lunch and dinner, conference, and conference t-shirt, will be due before the Conference and confirms your spot for the Conference – late payment may result in the loss of your spot. You can pay via PayPal on our website (www.yale.edu/paec) or via a mailed check postmarked by October 28th. Limited financial aid is available, please email Jason.kuo@yale.edu as early as possible. 
Saturday, November 5th, 2011
Date of conference. Please arrive at Lindsey-Chittenden Hall, also known as “LC” (63 High Street, New Haven, CT 06511) at Yale between 9 AM to 9:30 AM to check-in.

Please go online to www.yale.edu/paec to download the application form.
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Who is eligible?

A: Any high school student who is interested in the social and political issues surrounding Asian Americans is encouraged to apply. You do not need to be Asian, but rather share an appreciation for Asian culture and willing to participate in active discussions about the Asian American identity.
Q: What is the selection process?

A: We will review each application carefully based on numerous criteria, including academic performance, extracurricular involvement, and the applicant’s interest in the Conference reflected in his or her short essays. We will be admitting 150 students at most to ensure small sessions and quality discussions.

Q: How can I get to Yale on the day of the Conference?

A: Yale University is located in New Haven, Connecticut, about two hours northeast of New York City and two and a half hours southwest of Boston. Participants in the Conference will receive more information when they are notified of acceptance status via e-mail. 

Q: Who will be leading the workshops and discussion sessions?

A: We have invited various Yale professors and administrators to give lectures and lead the workshops. Yale upperclassmen that are active in the Asian American community at Yale will be leading the discussion sessions. You can find out more about the speakers, professors, and student leaders on our Conference website. 

Q: Where can I park my car if I am driving to the Conference?

A: The registration fee does not cover a parking fee. On-street metered parking is available on High Street, and commercial parking facilities are located throughout the city. Free parking space will be offered to school buses ONLY, so we encourage you to find a teacher who can chaperone your trip.  

Q: Can my parents or teachers attend the Conference?

A: Your parents and/or teachers are more than welcome to come to the Conference and attend the workshops. There will also be a room for parents, chaperones, and teachers where they can wait for the students. Free access to the Yale wireless network will be offered. Additionally, there are many locations around campus where parents and teachers may want to explore.
Q: Will attending this conference increase my chance of getting into Yale?

A: The Conference does not have any affiliation with the Yale Admissions Office. Therefore, your attendance will neither positively nor negatively affect your current or future admissions status at Yale. However, you will have an opportunity to learn about Yale from current students who will be more than happy to answer any questions you may have about Yale.  

Q: Is there any financial aid available for those who cannot pay the registration fee?

A: There is limited financial aid for those who show demonstrated financial need. For more information, please contact one of the Conference administrators. 

Q: Where can I find out more information about the conference?

A: Please visit our Conference website (www.yale.edu/paec) for more information. If you have any questions, please contact Ysabel Ilagan (ysabel.ilagan@yale.edu) or Jason Kuo (yalepaec@gmail.com).
Application to the 2011 High School Asian American Leadership Conference at Yale (AALCY):
The “Me” in Asian American
Personal Data 

[image: image1.emf]
Last Name: _____________________________ First Name: ____________________________ 

Age: ______ Gender: __________ Ethnic Background: ________________________________


Current Address: ______________________________________________________________


City: ____________________________ State: _________________ Zip Code: ____________


Permanent Address: ____________________________________________________________


City: ____________________________ State: _________________ Zip Code: ____________


Home Phone: __________________________ Cell Phone: ____________________________


Email Address: _______________________________________________________________


High School: _________________________________________________________________


High School Address: __________________________________________________________


City: ____________________________ State: __________________ Zip Code: ____________


Country of Birth: _______________________ If you were born outside of the United States, how many years have you been living in the United States? _______________

Dietary restrictions (e.g. allergies, vegetarian, halal, etc.): _____________________________


High School Year (Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior, or Faculty): _____________________


T-shirt Size (Adult Small, Medium, Large, X-Large): __________________________________ 


Extra-Curricular Activities 

Please fill out this form or attach a separate resume that includes all information requested here

(including summer, work experience, and volunteering experience).

Extracurricular Activity
                Years Involved   Hrs/Week
    Position Held
EX) Community Service Society             9th – 12th
     4 hrs/wk        President





Please list any honors or awards you have received, when you have received them, and briefly explain what the honor or award recognize. PLEASE DO NOT EXCEED THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW. 


Short Answers 

Briefly state why you want to attend the 2011 Yale Asian American Leadership Conference. What do you hope to gain from the conference? For returning participants, explain how you think you will benefit by attending this year’s conference. PLEASE DO NOT EXCEED THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW.


What issues affecting Asian Americans are most important to you and why? PLEASE DO NOT EXCEED THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW.


What issues affecting Asian Americans are most important to you and why? 
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